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1. No. 2. County 4. Present Name(s)

3. Location of Negatives

5. Historic or OtherName(s)

6. Specific Address or Location

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference Quadrangle Name

Zone Easting Northing

Coded

10.

Object

Structure

11. On National Register ? 12. N.R. Potential ?

13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14.  Dist. Potential ?

15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local)

Ohio Historic Preservation Office
567 E. Hudson St.  Columbus, Ohio 43211
614/297-2470

16. Thematic Association(s)

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

18. Style or Design

18a. Style of Addition or Element(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

22. Original Use, if apparent

23. Present Use

25. Owner’s Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage

27. Other Surveys in Which Included

30. Foundation Material

31. Wall Construction

33. No. Bays Front

Side

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes (Explain in #42)

37. Window Type(s)

38. Bldg. Dims.

39 Endangered?  

40. Chimney Placement

41a. Distance from road

45. Sources of Information

46. Prepared by

47. Organization

48. Date Recorded

49 Revised by

50a. Date Revised
50b. Reviewed by

LOR
Tank Hall

O.H.I.O. Resource
Center

0900086105033

Tank Home for Missionary Children
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Oberlin

110 East College Street

Queen Anne

1897

F. A. Coburn, Cleveland

Glenn and Copeland, Oberlin

Other House

Children’s  Home

College Dormitory

.87

no

Sandstone

Wood Frame

Hip
Steep
Asphalt Shingle

4

8

Brick, Common/American Bond,
Wood, Shingle

Rectangular

Unknown

1 over 1

Multiple Random

Yes

234’

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

1/16/2002

45’ x 104’

Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001. Internet.
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml. Blodgett, G. Oberlin Architecture College and Town. A Guide to its
Social History. 1985. Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files. O.H.I.O. Resource Center Files. Oberlin City
Directories.

173 West Lorain Street
Oberlin OH 44074

College Development

41b.Frontage on road 165’

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Significance

The overall shape of this huge house is rectangular, but many dormers, towers, and bay windows break up the
shape.  On the front and part of the west side of the house is a recessed porch with spindle railing and square
columns.  A stairway leads up to the porch on the southwest corner of the building.  The walls of the house are brick
under the porch, but wood siding on the rest of the house.  On the first story, many of the windows have sandstone
sills.  The house has a flat wooden stringcourse.  On the second story is a central window facing the road
surrounded by round fluted columns.  There is a round tower on the second and third stories on the southwest
corner of the house, topped by a bell-shaped roof.    (continued on back)

Also known as Tank Hall, the house was built by the Oberlin Missionary Home Association in 1897 as the Tank
Home for Missionary Children, to house the children of the missionaries abroad.  It was designed by Cleveland
architect F. A. Coburn, and Glen and Copeland, from Oberlin, were the builders.  The Home was named after Mrs.
Caroline L. A. Tank, who contributed a quarter of the cost of its construction as a gift from the estate of her late
husband Nils Otto Tank,     (continued on back)

This building is set back from the road on a slight hill and has a large front yard.  A sandstone path leads from the
sidewalk to the front porch and to a large bike-rack on the west side of the house.  There is a paved driveway on the
east side of the house that leads to a small parking lot in the back.  In front of the house is a massive ash tree.

College, Religious

28. No. of Stories 2 and 1/2

29.Basement? Full

Explain:

Yes Yes
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No Yes

Site

Building
Oberlin College

Public Private24. Ownership

High Style

Elements 32. Roof:
Type
Pitch
Material

N

3 04Front

3 05Front

Roll # Exp. # Facing

X

X

X

f

D.G. Henry, G. Baudoin, M. Franck
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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n/a

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

Archaeological Feature: Observed Expected on Basis of
  Archival Research

Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation

Structural Rubble

Formal Trash Dump

Other

54. Farmstead Plan

The top half-story of the house has many hipped dormers, some of which have small porches with roofs supported by round columns.  The roof of the house
and all the dormers is flared slightly at the bottom.

who was a wealthy son of a Norwegian gentryman and worked as a missionary in Dutch Guiana in the 1840s; he also founded a Moravian religious commune
in northern Wisconsin.  In 1922, after the Association had ended, the College acquired the property for use as a women's dormitory.  It became a co-op
dormitory in 1963.

OAI Completed?

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated

X

f

 Corn Crib or Shed

Smoke House 

Designed Landscape
Features

Summer Kitchen 

Spring House

Privy 

Silo 

Ice House

Garage


