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LOR-1883-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)
Dill Field

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Dill Field

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O.
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R
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o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

6 23, 24, 25

200 Woodland Street
6. Specific Address or Location

0900075105005
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17  397679 4572723
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Structure

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:
College, Sports,
17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

1884-1948
18. Style or Design High Style

Elements,
18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer
Cass Gilbert
19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

22. Original Use, if apparent

Arena/Field, , ,
23. Present Use
Arena/Field, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage unknown

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two story

29. Basement?

30. Foundation Material
Poured concrete

31. Wall Construction
Brick bearing
32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Flat
Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 3

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape Rectangular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42) Yes

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1, Other
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
No chimney observed

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Dist: 20' & Frontage: unknown

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Clark, Surovy, Tomazic, Tuohy O.H.I.O./ Oberlin Heritage Center47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/02/2004

45. Sources of Information
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1Side Bays

Dill Field is part of the Savage Football Stadium and consists of a football field, which can be determined by the goal posts at each end and an 
asphalt track that encloses the football field. Stands are located to the west of the field and in front of Jones Field House. The stands are located 
only on one side and could probably seat about thirty-five hundred fans. A stone foundation supports them, however brick portions arranged in a 
stretcher  continued...

The athletic grounds, which Dill Field is a part of, began their official association with the college in 1884, when 17.64 acres of land was purchased 
from John Vetter, a chaplain who served with the 5th US Colored Cavalry (Holsworth). Subsequent purchases through 1912 eventually took the 
total acreage up to the 24.84 acres it is today (College Archives). As early as 1902, Dill Field is referenced in materials, however it was at that time 
slightly south and west of where it is today (at the  continued...

City Directories, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.; Gordon, Stephen C, 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 
1992.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincount 
continued...

Dill Field is located at the corner of Woodland Avenue and Union St. The field is in fair condition and is surrounded by several college buildings that 
are maintained.
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51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown (cannot determine from existing info)

Cannot determine from form

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 bond pattern can also be found on the stands. Underneath the stands is an open area where stairs can be climbed to reach the bleachers.  A 
structure is located in the middle at the top of the stands. The structure appears to be a press box that is made of wood and contains a flat roof. 
There are three raised sections on the press box. The center tower is slightly lower and contains three windows, either awning or hopper. The towers 
at the end have no windows and extend about six feet up. A band of windows runs along the main section of the press box, the windows appear to be 
one-over-one double hung. The back wall of the stands is stone as the bottom front at ground level is as well. A chain link, wire fence surrounds the 
field and tubing is located on top of the fence, which was mostly likely added on later as a safety precaution.

 corner of Woodland and Union). A plan was formulated in 1913, to develop the land into a multi-purpose athletic field with places for football, 
baseball, track, and tennis, and the college almost immediately started with the first phase of the plan, the football field and temporary bleachers. The 
Olmsted Brothers, Landscape Artists designed the general layout of the complex, with Cass Gilbert (Oberlin's resident architect) designing the 
entrance gates, grandstands, and fence. A lack of funds, and then WWI, quickly put the rest of the athletic complex on hold, and the stadium seating 
that is now present was not built until 1925. In 1948, a former WWII Navy drill hall was moved to Oberlin from Camp Perry, VA, and erected behind 
and conjoining to the Stadium. This building became Jones Field House. Dill Field is named in honor of the Dill family; graduates of Oberlin College 
as well as financial supporters. Jones Field House is named in honor of George M. Jones, the first man to hold the Office of the Secretary position 
when it was created in 1899 (College Archives). Savage Stadium Complex is named in honor of Charles Winfred Savage, an influential director of the 

ty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2004.; Oberlin College Archives, Dill Field Building and Grounds Folder, 'The Dill Family and Oberlin College,' 
'Dill Field and Athletics for Men,' 'Cleveland Club of Oberlin Men: New Athletic Field Project, Bulletin No. 2,' Accessed 2004.; Oberlin College 
Archives, 'Physical Education: Administrative History,' Internet, http://www.oberlin.edu/archive/holdings/finding/RG9/SG6/adminhist.html, Accessed 
2004.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A Field Guide to American Houses,' Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.
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