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52 South St
6. Specific Address or Location

900095104009
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   397848  4570950
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1873
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Other House Type
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Brick bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Gable with side gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Flush horizontal siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Center
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74

R
ental Property

52 South St
Lorain

2. C
ounty

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Specific A
ddress or Location

4Side Bays

23. Present Use
Multiple Dwelling

6 over 6

High School
World War II
Dairy Farm

Element Queen Anne
No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

31' x 51'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

Unknown
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Originally Queen Anne in style, this considerably-altered approximately rectangular house includes a probable addition and is covered with 
siding that obscures some of its historic features. The entire foundation, probably originally of masonry, has been covered with brick and 
orange-tinted blocks or tiles, which obscure details that would indicate whether or not the back wing of the house is a later addition. The 
south elevation comprises three bays. To the left of the first story is a small modern porch with lattice supports and a hipped roof. The 
front door, which has been replaced with a modern door and a glass and 'ironwork' storm door, opens onto this porch. To the right of this 
element is a pair of 1/1 double hung windows, enclosed by the same wooden surround. All windows above basement level in this house
are outlined by wooden surrounds that follow the shape of the window. To the right is a projecting two-story tower with gable. The tower is 
shaped like a bay window at the first story; at the second story, it becomes rectangular in shape. The tower has three 1/1 double hung 
windows on its first and second stories, and a small square window, now boarded  continued...

This home appears to have been built sometime between 1860 and 1873, though it has been since altered. The first known residents were 
Bridget and James Casno, a carriage maker, and their three children Laura, a graduate of the OC Preparatory Dept. and the Conservatory, 
John and Albert. In 1900 Laura passed away at the age of 33 from cerebral hemorrhage. In 1913 James, 76, died, leaving his wife at the 
home. She died in 1916 at age 83. The next residents, African Americans Silas Smith, a laborer, and his wife Olla, had moved in by 1927. In 
1927 Mr. Smith sued for divorce, on the grounds of extreme cruelty, but appears to still have been living with his wife as late as 1929. By 
1933, when Silas was 72, Olla had moved out and Silas' new wife, Lavina, had moved in. Henry Thomas, a retired man,  continued...

Outbuilding: Behind the house there is a multi-car shed roofed historic garage, built post-1942, possibly incorporating elements of a 
previous outbuilding, probably dating to c. 1919, on this site.

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed January 2007.; City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center.; 
Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic
Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc. 
New York. 2000.; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative  continued...

Good/Fair
51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: RLK 50. PIR Review Date: 06/12/2008

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

L-shaped

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

post 1942
Date

Garage
Structure Type

Addition
Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry

Symmetry:

Lateral axis
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Corner
Door Selection:



LOR-01985-211. No.

Lorain2. County

4. Present Name(s) Rental Property
5. Historic or Other Name(s) Casno House

LO
R

-0198
5-21

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 up, in the gable. To the left of the tower on the second story are two unpaired 1/1 double hung windows. There is a gabled dormer projecting 
from the roof, located between the two westernmost bays. On the east and west elevations, basement windows, some lined with brick 
around their edges, are visible. The west elevation can be divided into a front and a back segment, with the back segment, possibly an 
historic addition, slightly recessed from the line created by the front segment. A modern door has been added to the front segment of the 
west elevation. Immediately above the door is a fixed square window; to the right of this window is a fixed rectangular window with a five 
panes of colored glass panels at the top. The second story of the front segment has two 1/1 double hung windows, and the gable has a 
rectangular awning window. The back segment, a projecting gabled wing, has four windows, grouped into two pairs, in the first story and 
two unpaired 6/6 double hung windows in the second story. The short north elevation created by the recess of the back segment has at least 
one window, but the elevation is obscured. The east elevation comprises three sets of paired 1/1 double hung windows, two of which pairs 
are in the one-story back segment, which may be an addition. The second story has a single 1/1 double hung window, and there is another 
1/1 double hung window in the gable.

 resided here by 1935. By 1937 the principal of OHS, Frank Alter, his wife Mary, their child and a teacher, Donald Leahy, were the occupants. 
Mr. Leahy left Oberlin a few years later to help the Red Cross during World War II. By 1942 an accountant, Emmett Morehead, moved into the 
space vacated by Mr. Leahy. He too soon left to assist with the war effort. On February 2, 1943 Private Emmett Harold Morehead died when 
the ship carrying him across the Atlantic to enter the war in Europe sank. Between 1944 and 1948 Dennis H. Ott of Worcester Dairy and his 
wife Barbara moved in with Mr. Alter. By 1956 Mrs. Dorothy Alflen and her two children, and Robert Thompson, an OC buildings and grounds 
staff member, his wife Lois P and their child lived in the house. By 1961 Ms. Alflen had left and the widowed Ms. Maude Thieret, a maid at OC, 
was listed as an occupant. By 1970 Robert Mills had moved in, by 1973 South Adams, by 1979 George Batchelor and, by 1980, Thomas E. 
Payne. Around 1983 Gabrielle Fried resided here and around 1984, Stephen Dupraw was listed. By 1986 John Colburn took up the residence. 
In 1991 Joseph Steven McGlugritch, a part-time custodian, sold the home to Thomas White. In turn, Thomas White sold the home to David 
Sonner in 2002, though Mr. Sonner lived there as early as 1999. Mr. Sonner also often rented the house to college students. David Sonner 
next sold the house back to Joseph Steven McGlugritch in 2003. The house remains in his hands today.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Staff, (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, 
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2007.; Casno, Laura Ellen, 'Died,' Oberlin News, 22 June 1900, p. 8 c. 4; 'Died,' 
Oberlin News, 21 May 1913, p. 1 c. 6; 'Funeral Service Held; Brief Obituary,' Oberlin News, 28 May 1913, p. 5 c. 3; 'Sues for Divorce from wife 
Olah G,' Oberlin News, 1 September 1927, p. 8, c. 3; 'Married Mrs. Lavina McCoy, in Cleveland,' Oberlin News, 5 July, 1929, p. 1, c. 5; 'Red 
Cross Around the World,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 2 May 1944, p. 3; 'Many Oberlinians Died in Nation's Service,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 16 
August 1945, p. 1; Oberlin v. Ohio Bd. of Bldg. Standards, 2001-Ohio-8889.;

45. Sources (Con't)


