
 OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY
Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
567 E. Hudson St.
Columbus, OH 43211
614/298-2000

RPR Number:

LOR-01982-211. No.

Lorain2. County

4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s) Edwards-Mchaels House

LO
R

-0198
2-21

71 S Prospect St
6. Specific Address or Location

900085103012
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   397161  4571449
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1918
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Cross gable

Slate
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
6 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Center
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Governmental Administration
Sports
College

No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

39' x 39'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

Unknown
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At the main faτade, which faces west, of this vernacular Gabled Ell, the gable is steep and extends to the first story along the right roofline.
The main entry is located at the far right of the front-gabled end, which is actually near the center of the elevation. The door is made of 
wood and has four tall, narrow windows in the upper third of the door. The door is situated behind a modern screen door. To the left of the 
entry, three adjoining windows are 6/1 double hung, and the center window is slightly larger than the two flanking it. The second story of 
the gabled portion has a pair of 6/1 double hung windows with shutters. A small, 6-light window is situated in the attic gable. The 
side-gabled portion of the house, towards the right, is recessed. It has two adjoining 6/1 windows at the first and second stories. The 
second story windows have shutters. A huge, wrap-around porch is surrounded by simple wood posts and a simple wood railing. The
porch is not original, as indicated by its asphalt roof, which is different from the historic slate roof of the house. It was added after 1970 by 
the Michaels family. The north elevation has two double hung windows at  continued...

This house was built between 1916 and 1920, when the first known residents, James and Ella Edwards moved in. James worked as an
insurance and real estate salesman. The couple's daughter, Gertrude, was married in 1915 and likely never lived in the home. James was an 
important Republican political figure in Oberlin. During his time in the home James was reelected several times as Agricultural Society 
President, President of the county fair board, President of the Northern Ohio Fair Circuit and President of the Business Men's Club, formally 
known as the Commerce Secretary. Under his leadership the county fair board dissolved thousands of dollars of debt to be in the black by 
the end of his tenure. James Edwards was also the first City Council chairman under Oberlin's new City Manager  continued...

Outbuilding: 2-car garage; not original or historic. This house is located on a quiet, residential street.

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed January 2007.; City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center.; 
Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic
Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc. 
New York. 2000.; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative  continued...
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51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: RLK 50. PIR Review Date: 06/12/2008

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

Square

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

modern
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry

Symmetry:

Gable with lateral wing
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single centered
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 the first and second stories, which are 6/1. The basement features an original metal coal door in the foundation. At the south elevation, 
which features a gable end, there are 6/1 windows at the first and second stories. The second story has shutters. The attic has a smaller, 
six-light window. At the rear corner of the house, the porch continues to wrap around to the back of the building.

 Government. In 1928 the City Council thanked Mr. Edwards with a resolution of appreciation. Finally in 1929, in a run for reelection, Edwards 
won the primary by a coin flip. Professor Cony Sturgis moved in next, in 1929, with his wife Anne, an assistant professor. Mr. Sturgis taught 
romance languages, and later became the head of the Spanish department, while Ms. Sturgis taught classics. During his time at Oberlin,
Professor Cony Sturgis developed use of the Dictaphone as a method of teaching Spanish. On May 15, 1941 the house was mentioned listed 
for sale in the Oberlin News-Tribune. On June 12, 1941 the News-Tribune reported that the Mr. and Mrs. Sturgis had moved to Ithaca, New 
York, likely leaving the house vacant. The October 1 edition of the News Tribune reported that Mr. and Mrs. F. I. Robinson had rented the 
home. On January 21, 1943 the News-Tribune reported that Miss Ruth Easton, a secretary's office assistant, and Miss Gertrude Ransom, the 
secretary to the College secretary, had purchased this house, but did not plan to move in until July. As planned the women did move in, and 
Reverend Van der Pyl moved in with them. In September 1943 the Reverend passed away at the age of 77. In October, 1943, the paper
reported that the widowed Mrs. G. A. Lawrence would be moving into the home as well. On March 2, 1944 the paper reported that the property
had been transferred to Allan B. Cole, an assistant professor of history at the College, who moved in with his wife. His tenure at Oberlin was 
short however as he had left the school by 1945. The next known resident was Mrs. Lettie Graham, a widow who arrived by 1948. She
continued to live in the home until the early 1970's when Richard Michaels, his wife Jan, and three sons, Matt, Tony, and Joe, moved in. The 
Michaels family continued to live here until 2005. Dick Michaels was the head of Oberlin's physical education department from 1980 until 
1983, and was coach of the swimming team until he retired at the end of the 2005 season. Jan Michaels was a special education teacher. In 
2006 Jeffery and Elizabeth Ramsey bought this house. Jeffrey Ramsey has been the head football coach for the Oberlin Yeomen since 1999; 
he has been considered 'the catalyst in reviving Oberlin's long-struggling program.'

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Staff, (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, 
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2007.; 'Portrait Brief Biography,' Oberlin News. 28 June 1916, p. 1, c. 4; 'Credited 
With County Fair Board's Regained Solvency,' Oberlin News, 30 November 1921, p. 1, c. 7; 'Elected to 6th Term as President, County 
Agricultural Society,' Oberlin News, 30 November 1922, p. 1, c. 3; 'Elected President Northern Ohio Fair Circuit,' Oberlin News, 8 March 1923, 
p. 1, c. 3; 'Elected President, Business Man's Club,' Oberlin News, 10 April 1924, p. 1 c. 1; 'Village Council Resolution of Appreciation,'
Oberlin News, 24 January 1928, p. 1 c. 3; 'Tie in Primary, Wins Coin Toss for Post of Charles G. Rogers,' Oberlin News, 15 August 1929, p.1, 
c. 1; 'For Sale,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 15 May 1941, p. 5; 'J.L. Edwards Has Purchased the Property,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 15 May 1941, p. 
5, c. 5; 'Village Briefs,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 12 June 1941, p. 5; 'Five Veterans,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 4 August 1941, p. 4; 'Village Briefs,' 
Oberlin News-Tribune, 1 October 1941, p. 5; 'Village Briefs,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 21 January 1943, p. 5; 'Bride and Groom to Live in 
Louisville,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 1 July 1943, p. 5; 'Funeral Services Today for Dr. Nicholas Van del Pyl,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 1 July 1943, 
p. 1; 'Three Oberlin Men to be Inducted Next Week,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 28 October 1943, p. 1; 'Real Estate Transfers,' Oberlin
News-Tribune, 28 October 1943, p. 2; Oberlin College, Physical Education - Oberlin College Archives, Internet, 
http://www.oberlin.edu/archive/holdings/finding/RG9/SG6/adminhist.html, Accessed January 2007; Oberlin College, Swimming and Diving, 
Internet, http://www.oberlin.edu/athletic/varsity/swimming/archive/2005-2006/collection.html, Accessed January 2007; Oberlin Review, 
Swimmers Make Oberlin Athletic History, Internet, http://www.oberlin.edu/stupub/ocreview/archives/2000.04.07/sports/swimmers.html, 
Accessed January 2007; College of Wooster, Scots May Have to Prove They Can Win Without Sutton This Week, Internet, 
http://www.wooster.edu/ATHLETICS/fb/thisweek/2003/10-6.php, Accessed January 2007; Cornell University, The Cornell Alumni News, 
Internet, http://dspace.library.cornell.edu/bitstream/1813/3549/1/034_35.pdf, p. 458, Accessed January 2007;

45. Sources (Con't)


