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44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Significance

This 28-acre cemetery consists of a network of single-lane access roads that border monument sections.  A
principal paved road encircles the cemetery beginning at the main entrance and forking into a giant loop. Gravel
access roads create the boundary lines to most sections. The sections are irregular in size and shape, each ranging
between one and two acres in size.  An aerial view of Westwood shows this irregularity. A granite stone with the
words "Westwood Cemetery" carved on its north-facing side marks the entrance along Morgan Street.  This
cemetery has monuments of various styles and a few mausoleums.  A gothic style vault is just beyond the main
entrance. This small, one-story, one room gable-roof structure, has double doors with a Gothic arch, transom,
(cont.)

The first burial ground in Oberlin was a small two-acre plot on Morgan Street between Main and Professor Streets.
The college leased this property to the town.  On July 9, 1861 a public meeting was held to discuss the need for a
new burial ground.  At that meeting a committee was formed to draft a constitution for the Oberlin Cemetery
Association, which was adopted at a subsequent meeting.  After a year and a half of research, this 28-acre site, one
mile southwest from the center of town, was purchased for $1,470.00.  At that time the land was one-third cleared,
one-third native forest, and one-third cultivated.  Through community effort the land was cleared, and the
association hired  (cont.)

This site is near the western town boundary on a quiet street.  The neighborhood has retained its integrity and its
quiet atmosphere.
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54. Farmstead Plan

window, and oculus window, on each gable end. A steel grid blocks the doors suggesting that the building is no longer in use.  A large variety of trees shade
the grounds, many of  which are native to the United States and a small pond is along the southeast boundary line.  The cemetery is regularly mowed and well
maintained.

H.B. Allen, engineer, to survey and lay out the ground.  On August 16, 1864 the cemetery was dedicated with a service at the site. The first burial was Samuel
W. Montgomery on August 20, 1863, and plots were sold at a rapid pace thereafter.  In 1884 a house and barn were built at the entrance to provide residence
for a groundskeeper; the price was $1,100.00.  In 1887 the stone vault was built for $800.00 and an iron fence was purchase and placed along the front for
$425.00.  All bodies were moved from the old "burial grounds" sometime after the dedication.  By 1901, 653 lots had been sold and 2,278 bodies had been
buried.

In 1944 the Association recognized the heavy burden of maintaining the cemetery and gave the City title to the property.  In 1948 the city hired Frank
Zavodsky, the waterworks director, as the cemetery director, he and his wife moved into the house, where they raised their two daughters; his widow continues
to live there. In the late 1950s the City purchased an additional 16 acres from the Pennsylvania Railroad Company to expand in response to the need.  In 1953
a fire destroyed the barns on the property and took the life of Oberlin fireman Shirley Jackson.

Many people notable in Oberlin and the nation's history are buried at Westwood Cemetery.  Included in this list are six college presidents (Fairchild, King,
Finney, Barrows, Carr, and Danenberg), several escaped slaves and "free people of color," Charles Martin Hall, James and Julia Finney Monroe, and Frank
Fanning and Sarah Frances Gulick Jewett (Westwood).

This site is significant for its record of civic action in the face of community need and for the many individuals buried here, whose lives tell the story of their
community and the nation.  Westwood Cemetery was listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin Historic Landmark on May 5, 1997.
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