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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies
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54. Farmstead Plan

for cooking, and the company sold gas cook stoves at cost.  In 1893 Mr. Johnson converted the company to the Oberlin Gas and Electric Company, and
electric street lights went into operation shortly thereafter on September 28, 1893.  The manufactured coal gas continued in use for heating until natural gas
became available in 1918 when purchasing began from the Lorain County Electric Company (NR nomination).

Since the 1960s the building has been owned by Clark Brothers Construction Company and it is currently used as a storage facility for a recycling and scrap
metal business.  It has had many uses over the years, including a mushroom farm in the basement.  Various different community-based preservation efforts
have developed since 1990, each with a different proposal for use, these have included a restaurant, a museum, and a visitors' center.

This building is significant for its unique architecture and as the last remaining evidence of a once busy industrial section of town.  It is also significant for its
history of the introduction of modern methods of energy production for lighting and cooking.  This building was listed by the City of Oberlin as an City Landmark
in September of 1975.  The building was listed on the National Register in 1999.
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51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned
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