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Oberlin

292 West College

Italianate

1862

Side Hallway

Residential

Residential

.410

None

Stone

Brick

Gable
Moderate
Composition shingle

3

4

Red brick, Stretcher or Running Bond

Rectangular

Some Alteration

Double-hung; 6 over 6; 6 over 1

1 O�-center 

No

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

1-11-2000

24 ft. x 60 ft. 

Lorain County Courthouse:  Lorain County tax records.  Oberlin Public Library:  Oberlin City Directories.  O.H.I.O.
Resource Center:  Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files; Oberlin City Directories. Blodgett, Geo�rey.
Oberlin Architecture College and Town: A Guide to its Social History . Oberlin College, 1985.  Oberlin College
Library Special Collections:  Oberlin City Directories.

41b.Frontage on road 105 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Signi�cance

This two-story house with Italianate elements has a gable front roof with large brackets along the cornice line. The
three bays along the front facade are arranged following a standard side-hallway plan. The front double doors have
decorative fretwork panels.  The �oor length windows of the �rst story are six over one and double-hung.  The
second story has six over six double-hung windows topped by stone lintels with triangular pediments.  A wood
frame, gable roof addition with a one-story wing extends from the rear of the house. Some of the windows are
replacement windows.

Built in 1862 by Roswell Stevens on land purchased from the college, this house was sold to Charles Goss in 1865
(Blodgett).  Mr. And Mrs. C.P. Goss advertisement in the 1873-74 City Directory read: "Dealers in Fashionable
Millinery; Ladies Furnishings and Fancy Goods, No. 10 West College Street."   Mrs. Goss ran this successful
business until her death in 1885. Mr. Goss, a printer, lived here through 1891 (City Directories).  In 1894 and 1896
M. W. Seilbert resided here; in 1897 and 1899 Mrs. J.B. Miller and her children Joseph and Mary  (cont.)

 Homes on West College are late 19th century and early 20th century. This mostly intact residential area is
experiencing loss of integrity due to conversions to rental and alterations to historic homes.
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies
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54. Farmstead Plan

shared the house with others. Occupants continued to change and included Mrs. N.B. Garlick (1902), Mrs. R Reid (1904) and John A. Steele, mail carrier
(1907).   From 1908, Mr. Charles Wager (through 1942) and Anne Wager (through 1956) owned and occupied the house (City Directories).  Professor Wager
was a popular and noted professor of English Literature from 1900-1934; a wing of North Hall on the college campus was named for him (Blodgett).

This house is significant for its association with an Oberlin business family and for its association with Oberlin College as faculty housing.  This house was
listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin Historic Landmark in September of 1975.
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51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
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