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LOR-1607-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Henderson House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen

LO
R-1607-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

10 11,12

271 West College Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900-085-102-008

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397225 4571655

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

College, Bank, Temperance

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

1908

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsColonial Revival, Yes

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

Marriott & Allen Architects, Col. O.

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Other House Type

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .36

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two and a half story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Cross gable

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 5

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape Rectangular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

Yes

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1, 6 over 1
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

Multiple random

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 35'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/05/2003

45. Sources of Information

271 W
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istoric N
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6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

56 x 38

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

IrregularSide Bays

This house subtly displays very eclectic elements, but leans the most toward Colonial Revival.  The house has elements of the Tudor Revival, 
Craftsman, and Colonial Revival styles.  Colonial Revival can be found in the full front porch, which has a hip roof and Ionic columns.  The columns 
are in pairs and triple sets, and they sit on top of large ashlar bases.  A decorative balustrade runs between the bases and lattice is below the 
porch.  Stone  continued...

This nicely preserved house was built around 1908 (Reeves, Property Card). The �rst resident listed for this address in the city directories is John 
T. Henderson (Oberlin News). He was the President of the Oberlin Business College, President of the Peoples Banking Company, and a founding 
member of the Anti-Saloon League. The Business College grew and prospered under the leadership of Henderson. He also introduced a number of 
new business classes as the times changed, including penmanship,  continued...

'Henderson on West College,' 'Oberlin News,' 14 April 1908: 5.; Reeves, Thomas, Interview with Carol Lasser, August 2003.; Blodgett, Geo�rey, 
'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, 
Pat,  continued...

The house is in excellent condition, and includes a two-car, detached garage.
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51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. A�liated OAI Site Numbers

Single o� center

Flush

Gable with two story same height

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Signi�cance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 steps lead up at the center of the porch, which is marked by a front-facing gable.  The gable has a vertical board overlay, which adds a Tudor 
Revival feel. The door is located at the center of the elevation and it is �anked by sidelights.  To the left and right of the door are large one-over-one 
windows with smaller upper sashes than lower sashes.  Five one-over-one windows are in the second story.  At the attic level, a gabled dormer 
contains two six-over-one windows.  To the right, the wall projects out slightly and the attic has a set of three six-over-one windows.  The three 
windows project out even farther and have modillions below.  This right gable also has knee braces.  At the west elevation, a wheelchair ramp 
meanders down and reaches the side of the front porch.  A door at the center of the elevation has a small porch with a hip roof.  The porch has 
square supports and a decorative baluster.  A projecting bay window is above the porch.  The rest of this elevation is obscured by large trees, but a 
one-story addition is visible at the rear of the house.  The east elevation contains an exterior chimney.  One-over-one windows are located right of the 
chimney in the �rst and second stories.  Left of the chimney, there are windows, and then the wall is recessed, which creates the appearance of a 
projecting bay to the far left.  The attic' s gable has four one-over-one windows that project out with modillions below.  The gable has simulated 
half-timbering, knee braces, and exposed rafters. A stone patio in the backyard and the decorative tiles in the kitchen were made by local artist Tom 
Phinney.

 courses on investments, and business administration and secretarial courses (History of OSC). In 1939, Henderson passed away while his wife 
continued to live at the residence for a short time. The next residents of the house include Mrs. Alice Close (1942), John & Elizabeth A. Cochrane, 
who lived here with three children (1956-1970s). John owned Ben Franklin on W. College, as did his daughter, Marianne, who continued to live in this 
house. According to local historian Prue Richards, an artist named Helen Lacy lived here in the 1970s, as did the Nichols family in the 1980s. 

 Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, 
Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., ' How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,'  Ohio Historical Society, 
Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, ' A Field Guide to American Houses,'  Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; ' Alumni Register: 
Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Sta�, (1833-1960),'  Oberlin College, 1961.




