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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)

through 1920 Miss Delilah Stewart was listed as resident; and, in 1908 Z.E. Stewart, was also listed as resident. From 1929 through 1942 C.H. Aussiker,
foreman, was listed as resident; in 1935 and 1937 Mr. Aussiker was joined by A.L. Williams, assistant professor at Oberlin Conservatory, and his wife Mary.
In 1956 and 1961 J.A. McGrann, an optometrist, was listed as resident, with Michael Toloschko in 1956; with L.K. Orndoroff, a teller at Lorain County Savings
Trust in 1961 (City Directories). In 1980 the college began a renovation of the house; the woodshed where the process for extraction of aluminum was
discovered had been removed. Today the house is used by the college for faculty housing.

This house is significant for its association with an important American industrialist, Charles Martin Hall, and the process he discovered here. Mr. Hall played
an important role in the philanthropic development of both Oberlin College and the community. Hall House was listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin
Historic Landmark in September of 1975. In 1978 it was listed on the National Register as a structure in Oberlin College’s thematic nomination. It was listed
as a National Historic Chemical Landmark on September 17, 1997; a plaque marking this designation was presented to Oberlin College on September 17,
1997. The plaque reads: “On February 23, 1886, in his woodshed laboratory at the family home on East College Street, Charles Martin Hall succeeded in
producing aluminum metal by passing an electric current through a solution of aluminum oxide in molten cryolite. Aluminum was a semiprecious metal before
Hall’s discovery of this economical method to release it from its ore. His invention, which made this light, lustrous, and non-rusting metal readily available, was
the basis of the aluminum industry in North America.”




