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4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s) Brice-Eastman House
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131 East College
6. Specific Address or Location

0900086106011
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398458  4571825
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1880
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Other House Type
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Cross gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Wood shingle

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
2 over 2

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Center
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Altered

English
College
Christianity

Dominant No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

46' x 45'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information
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35' approx

This cross-gabled, vernacular house sits atop a sandstone foundation and is sided with rectangular wood shingles. A modern door is 
located on the easternmost wing of the front (north-facing) facade, surrounded by a wood entablature and a gable hood topped by asphalt 
shingles. The rest of the entry has a shed roof and juts out several feet from the rest of the east wing, making it even with the central gable. 
A 2/2 double hung window is located on the east-facing side of this entry. Next to the entry on the front-facing portion of the east wing is an 
addition with a 2/2 double hung window in the first story and two more in the second story. To the right of the entry is the central gable, the 
first story of which is dominated by a large bay window likely added in the mid-1900s. This window is topped by wood shingles that match 
the house, and contains many lights, divided into six main sections by mullions. The second story of the central gable has a 1/1 window 
topped by a pediment. The wing west of the central gable contains an enclosed porch with a ribbon of 1/1 windows; inside this porch are 
two doors that open from the center which are topped by the same  continued...

For slightly more than twenty years, from c. 1883 until c. 1907, this house, built before 1883, was the residence of the Brice family. Thomas 
and Mary Brice were both born in England and married there in 1855. According to their respective obituaries, they immigrated to Oberlin the 
week after their marriage. While living at this residence, Thomas was employed as a dry goods merchant, working first for A.J. Fredrick and 
Co. and then, in 1897, as an owner of Brice and Clark. The couple had four daughters, three of whom survived to adulthood. The first
daughter, Eleanor, attended Oberlin College Preparatory School from 1874-1875; the third and fourth daughters, Julia and Leota, both 
attended Oberlin Conservatory, in 1883-1888 and 1893-1896, respectively. Eleanor married in 1878, Julia married  continued...

A historic carriage house with the same siding as the house is situated to the southwest. The house is located on the corner of a fairly busy 
two lane road (which it faces) and a smaller, more residential street.

'Obituary: Thomas Brice,' Oberlin News, 1904-04-05, p. 1, c. 2; 'Resident Here Half a Century,' Oberlin News, 1925-01-29, p. 1, c. 1; 
'Brice-Church Wedding,' Oberlin News, 1907-03-19, p. 1, c. 3; 'Worcester Home Scene of a Pretty Wedding,' Oberlin News, 1922-02-22, p. 1, c. 
2; 'Many Guests Present,' Oberlin News, 1906-10-02, p. 1, c. 3; 'Married: Rogers-Worcester,' Oberlin News, 1901-02-12, p.1, c. 3; untitled 
wedding announcement, Oberlin News, 1913-12-24; 'Department of Romance Languages'  continued...
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